Bilateral perioral sensory symptom after unilateral stroke: does it have a localizing value?
Bilateral perioral sensory dysfunction due to unilateral cerebral lesion is rare, and has been thought to be caused by midline brainstem lesions. Six patients are described herewith, with bilateral perioral sensory symptoms due to unilateral strokes that do not involve the mid-brainstem region. Brain-computed tomographic scan and magnetic resonance imaging demonstrated unilateral cerebral strokes in the thalamus, posterior limb of the internal capsule, basal ganglia, fronto-parietal cortex and the insular-frontal subcortical area. This observation suggests that bilateral perioral sensory symptoms do not have a localizing value. Possible pathogenetic mechanisms for this sign are discussed.